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A Transcultural Critique of Sexual Politics:Ang Li’s
Labyrinthine Garden (Miyuan) and Margaret Atwood’s
The Robber Bride

Tzuhsiu Beryl Chiu®

Abstract

Ever since Kate Millett’s Sexual Politics (1969) delved
into the evolution and evidence of sexual politics in literature,
the issue of sexual politics has been vigorously applied. The
topic has also been incorporated into the feminist dialogues
of theorists and scholars. From Virginia Woolf’s (1927)
“androgynist poetics” to Moya Lloyd” (2005) Beyond
Identity Politics, the focus seems to have switched from
sexual politics to multicultural politics subliminally. Such a
switch is discernable by close readings of prominent female
writers’ works, spanning various cultures across different
periods and regions. In light of a holistic transcultural
perspective, this article will explore their individual
imagined geopolitical mapping of domestic variations on the
sexual politics in Ang Li’s Labyrinthine Garden (1991) and
Margaret Atwood’s The Robber Bride (1995) in the hope to
stimulatingly further academic dialogues.

Keywords: a transcultural perspective, feminist criticism, Ang
Li, Labyrinthine Garden, Margaret Atwood, The
Robber Bride
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