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In Common between
the Actual and the Virtual:
Memory and Community in
Zhu Tianxin’s “The Ancient Capital”

Hung-chiung Li*

ABSTRACT

Zhu Tianxin’s (Chu Tien-hsin) novella, “The Ancient
Capital,” targets on Taiwan’s post-martial-law interethnic
relationships which are becoming utterly intense in the 1990s.
The depiction of the Nazist “banality of evil” in the ending
scene seems to signify exclusively the impossibility of
community. However, owing to the internal conflicts of the
protagonist and the ambiguities of the plot, critics also
identify possibilities of community when it is at its most
impossible. Contemporary Western theorists have indicated
that communal impossibility is the ontological reality of the
modern society and, thanks to the lack of a communal essence,
carries emancipatory potentialities on its own. Therefore, our
ethical task is to assume that reality and envisage an
incommensurable commonality that pertains to our age of
difference. Drawing on Jean-Luc Nancy and Gilles Deleuze,
this essay purports to explicate the representation of
community in Zhu’s story and to clarify how the impossibility
of community can lead to a community of singularities.
Furthermore, apart from casting light on the dilemma of time
and memory in the story, Deleuze’s theory is expounded to
demonstrate how the common of the different or the universal
of the singular can be established and actualized by dint of a
double-disruptive movement enacted between the actual and
the virtual.

KEY WORDS: Zhu Tianxin (Chu Tien-hsin), The Ancient
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universality
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ELIHTERY "R, FrEEIRIEIdbAYRZE ((HHR) 169) o S5 AR E HIFL[H
A8 By B R 512 1 1% B A g R S R o T T S O SHE R TR S8 25 ) 2 [ I 1
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A & A HCGRP “the virtual” #85 Th &, 532 d o & Deleuze 773 48,k 42 > the virtual
E-osB? 5a%d ((F o) RilBIRE 2 286 it 7l Tagstp g
teiv e@ & | (Deleuze, Bergsonism43) > @ 5 &, (theactual) PRI Ei&BF i chd $ & %
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TERTE ) W9 ANREER S — ATEEE - (H0E T B MEIEFEERA R {1
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RAERIEERET & R AR B RG B —FYIRIR IR — (A &
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(ErHl ) FERAVMEBR LG LB R T - TA—HEQRE T RChEE
HAESSN—HEERIE AN LB IR RS - (FLE W Z T P2
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